Dearest Feastlings,
 At the tail end of 1999, I took a one-year consulting job that left me embarrassed and frustrated and cranky, but it was at a restaurant where I first worked with Amie Tetlowski, who has since worked with my brother at Cuvée for several years, and worked with me again here at Feast for over six years. When I first worked with Amie fifteen years ago, she was a carefree kid in her twenties, and fun and silly.  Since then, she’s become part sister, and part daughter, and part mother to the people of Feast, whether to coworkers like me, or to guests like you.  
I, and I think Amie, have always regarded Feast as a very tight-knit community, and really as a family, and we’ve irritated each other like a family, and we’ve bickered like a family, and we’ve loved one another like a family.  So when things are going well, we laugh and carry on together like a family should.  And when they aren’t going well? We look out for each other.
I’ve been talking with Amie for a few weeks, and it hasn’t been an easy decision to tell 3300 people that she was recently diagnosed with a particularly aggressive breast cancer, so she and all of us at Feast thank you all for not only your kind wishes, but as well for your restraint. We know that you’ll want to wish her well, but we know that you’ll graciously respect the fact that when you see her here at Feast, she’s working, and while she appreciates your good wishes, she needs to focus and not break down every time someone comes in to give her a hug.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As it turns out, cancer of any stripe is difficult. I’ve watched many of our dearest guests struggle through treatment, and I’ve seen many other of our dearest guests felled by it.  I’ve watched it in my own house, and in the lives of the people who support us every day, and to say it’s rough doesn’t do justice to those of you who’ve dealt with it in yourselves or your loved ones.
So those of us who work with Amie, knowing that we can’t alleviate the physical aspects of her illness or its treatment, have elected to do what we can, which is at least to help alleviate the financial stress that comes with medical bills and the expense of having to work less, or not at all, during portions of treatment.
On Sunday, April 19th, Feast will host two events, a lunch and a dinner, with all proceeds going to help mitigate the expenses Amie faces over the next five months. We’re donating food and drink, and our time, to help a member of our family who’s extremely dear to us, and who is dear, I know, to many of you, too.  Here’s how it works:
Lunch will be served in our private dining room at noon, and dinner at 6:00 pm.  The donation we ask is $50 for lunch, $75 for dinner, with all proceeds going to help cover these expense, and whatever gratuity you leave will be added to the fund as well.  I’ve had a few of you who already know about the event ask about other donations, and they’ll be gratefully accepted as well; if you want to donate something for a raffle or silent auction- we haven’t yet gotten that figured out- we’d be grateful for your kind contribution. 
Web and email reservations won’t hold you a place at these events, so please call to reserve your seat at 326-9363.  Also please know that because Amie is the beneficiary, we will be unable to accept credit card payments; we’ll be accepting cash or checks only.  Thanks for your kind support not only of Feast, but of the Feast family.
Doug
